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Still going
strong at 90:
Supermarket
checkout
worker
Gladys Smith
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Check it out, Gladys
is still working at 90
CHECKOUT ‘girl’ Gladys Smith started
her part-time job to get a bit of money
together for Christmas.
Now, 22 years on, she has celebrated her

90th birthday and claims to be Britain’s
oldest till worker.
What’s more, she has no plans to quit her

two shifts a week at Sainsbury’s.
‘I hope to work for longer because it

keeps my mind going – working is good
for you,’ said Mrs Smith, a grandmother of
seven. ‘The best thing about it is the cus-

tomers. I have my regulars and they are
lovely.’ She has worked in the same store
in Basingstoke, Hampshire, since 1988.
‘I needed the money to pay for Christ-

mas presents and have been here ever
since,’ added Mrs Smith, who lost her hus-
band, Will, 17 years ago.
She has seen at first hand the changing

buying habits of the British public.
Chinese food has become a big seller and

wine, once thought of a luxury, is now a
weekly purchase.
In her long working career, she has also

had jobs with an undertaker, a publisher
and a trade union.
Checkout team leader Niamh Fagan said

Mrs Smith was a ‘people person’. ‘You
would not think she was 90 because she is
the life and soul of the party,’ she added.
And deputy store manager Andy Pugh

said: ‘It is a massive achievement to be
working at 90. She is our matriarch.’
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